Downes

from the Delaware Capes on what proved to be
the most memorable cruise of the War of 1812.
In April 1813, in the boats of the Essex, he cap-
tured in the Pacific two British vessels, of one of
which, the Georgian^ he took command after
she had been fitted out as a cruiser. In June near
James Island he captured the Hector, a priva-
teer of eleven guns, and two other ships. In the
meantime Porter had taken the Atlantic, re-
named the Essex Junior, and to her Downes
transferred his flag, as she was a larger vessel
than the Georgians On her he cruised for sev-
eral months, either alone or in company with his
commodore. At the island of Nukahiva, one of
the Marquesas group, where the fleet was re-
fitted, he had two sharp encounters with natives,
when ashore in command of landing parties. In
one of these, he suffered a broken leg. In the
bloody engagement of the Essex and the Essex
Junior with the Phoebe and Cherub, Downes, al-
though still suffering from his wound, played a
gallant part. He was highly commended by the
secretary of the navy for his services in the Pa-
cific. In 1813 he was made a master comman-
dant, and four years later, a captain.

In May 1815, Downes sailed for Algiers as
commander of the Epervicr, one of the vessels of
Commodore Decatur's squadron. In the capture
of the Algerine frigate Meshuda, he maneuvered
his vessel so skilfully that he received the praise
of his commodore and was shortly placed in com-
mand of the flagship of the squadron. In 1818 he
was ordered to the Macedonian and cruised for
several years in the Pacific. After a tour of duty
on the Java of the Mediterranean station, 1828-
30, he was given command of the frigate Po-
tomac and of the Pacific station and was ordered
to proceed thither by way of Quallah Battoo,
Sumatra, and to obtain satisfaction from the pi-
ratical Malays at that place for the outrage they
had recently committed on the American vessel
Friendship. Downes reached Quallah Battoo in
February 1832. Landing his sailors and marines,
he stormed the town and destroyed the greater
part of it. This battle, the first American action
in the Orient, lasted two hours and a half and re-
sulted in a loss to the Americans of two killed
and eleven wounded, and to the Malays of 150
killed. At home the commodore was criticized
by some of the newspapers for his severity, but
not by President Jackson, who approved of the
chastisement.

The cruise of the Potomac, which came to an
end in 1834, was Downes's last sea service. The
rest of his life he spent in shore duty, with sev-
eral long intermissions when he was on waiting
orders. From 1835 to 1842 and again from 1849
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to 1852 he served as commandant of the Boston
navy-yard. In 1843-45 he was port captain at
Boston and in 1852-53 he was a lighthouse in-
spector. He died at Charlestown, Mass. On
Oct. 30, 1821, he was married to Maria Gertrude
Hoffman at Upper Red Hook, N. Y. Their son,
John Downes, was an officer in the navy, rising
to the rank of commander.
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DOWNEY, JOHN(<r. i;65-Jtdy 21, 1826),
educator and essayist, was one of five children
of Capt. John and Sarah Downey of German-
town, Pa. In this vicinity he spent his early life.
His father, who was head of the English School
of the Germahtown Academy, 1769-74 (Manu-
script Minutes, Germantown Union School, Mar.
7i 1774)5 was killed in 1778 in an engagement
near Crooked Billet (Pennsylvania Packet, May
4i 17/8) ; but through his mother's efforts the
son received a classical education at the celebrat-
ed Germantown Academy, where he distin-
guished himself. About 1795 he removed to Har-
risburg, where he opened a school in 1796. There
he resided till his death. On June 5, 1798, he
married Alice Ann Beatty, daughter of James
Beatty, an early settler of Harrisburg. He con-
tinued to teach school; served the city in the ca-
pacity of justice of the peace, 1807-26; was town
clerk for many years; and a member of the leg-
islature, 1817-18. While living at Harrisburg he
served about a year as first cashier of the Har-
risburg Bank; was active in the incorporation
of the Harrisburg & Middletown Turnpike Com-
pany; and served as treasurer of the board of
directors of the stock company authorized by
the legislature in 1812 to build the Harrisburg
bridge over the Susquehanna River.

As an educator, Downey is best known for his
plan of an educational system, proposed in a let-
ter to Gov. Thomas Mifflin, Feb. 24,1797 (Notes
and Queries, II, 223-26). He recommended a
state system, comprising: first, two or more ele-
mentary schools in each township, supported by
a tax on property; second, one school in each
township, supported in the same way, in which
more advanced studies should be taught; third,
one academy in each county, supported by a "very
moderate assessment," devoted to "more liberal
science." He recommended furthermore that at-
tendance in these schools "for a sufficient time
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